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Dear Mr, Rivell: il LT P E e N

Thank you for your letter of July 6, and please forgive the tardiness

of this reply, Summer is a d:r.ff:.cult time for getting people together
anyway, plus the fact that the most important member ¢ the committee,
namely the minister, has his vacation in July,

However “we did have a discussion the othér day and the following suggestdé
ions were made, I ftrust that the feélings of the artist are not too
vulnerable but that she will understand that this is a once in a lifetime
decision and therefore must be carefully weighed, hoping we may balance
theological concepts with artistic concepts. : |

Wl feel that each window must be a sermon in itself, using symbalism but
going beyond it,

Upon re-examination we felt that the Prophecy window for example could be

more meaningful, Pastor Manchester suggests reading the fifth and sikth

-«  chapters of Isaiah for a richer imagery to portray the message of the
prophet -=the forces of history are the wrath of God agamst the sinfulness

- of the world, 1In the 25 th verse it speaks of the corpses in the street
of the desolate city (like a modern headline) but in chapter il is the vision
of redemption (the lion and the lamb lying down together, swords into
plowshares, ete), Pastor Manchester suggested dépicting corpses in the
street of the desolate city up to the point where the highway to the mountain
leads to where the remnant is to be delivered.

mce the “saw" is only a reputed symbol of Isa:.ah we suggest it be eliminated
and perhaps use the stump of the oak tree,

In the window depicting paulls ministery, in deference to 1I Corinthiams 4

verse 7, could the chalice be changed to an earthenware veasel?

It is fe].t that there should be included a symbol of a tent, refering to

‘the faet that Paul was a tentmaker but also to.illustrate verse I, chapter 5
- in the same book, speaking of our transitory life, The spreading of the

gospel comes at a price and we feel there should be some symbols of

anguish=- perhaps & scroll (representing the letters) behind prison bars,

a whip, stomes and a cross, If possible, include the idea of the seed

‘. dying in order to live,

In the Resurrection window, in place of the Phoenix, we suggest an open
v tomb with the brokemsstone bearing the seal of the Roman kmpire upon it
“(broken earthly power) with the Easter Lily symbolizing the garden, and
perhaps the grave clothes at the fogt-of the tomb, A bright light should
‘Pe eminating from the tomb, with perhaps a rosy sun beyond it teo represent
the wn%,,,;[::‘ ngggp(aggsj d..be :.nc].uded, they would symbolize man's idea




. "V’x’

of embalming end of faithlessness, The idea of the empty crosses should
ofcourse be retained, Instead of the pomgranite, how about using the
broken loaf of bread "when their eyes were opened and their hearts burned” ,

At the bottom of the Ratdvityi windowyddn,place of the fleur=de-lis as the.
symbol of Mary it is suggested that a heart would be appropriate (She pondered

these things in her heart) and thatua joyessness be expressed perhaps with

musical notes since the angels sang,

In the Advent window, the baptism :could better be symbolized by water, and
dove and f£ire (He was baptized by water - but He will baptize you with the
£ire of the Holy Spirit). This we fecel would be more meaningful than the
traditional scallep shell which is merely a symbol but without 2 message,
The imagery found in the third chapter of ILuke rsferring to the valleys
and mountains, crooked ways becoming straight, rough ways smooth ; the
brood of vipers, axe at the root of the treeg,are all meaningfil symbols,
And after Baptism John said anyone having twe coats must share one,

‘A sandal could also be speaking of John who said "I am not £it to undo

His shoe-laces," The second coming is symbolized by the husbandman and the
vineyard, therefore the vineyard could be used anne since no figures
are being depicted,

A very minor change is suggested in the window of the 23rd Psalm, nand that
is only the shape of the crook on the staff in this drawing vwhich makes it
a‘little hard to recognize because the two sides are equal in shape, whereas
the staf; in the Nativity window is more recognizable,

‘The round window representing CGreation will include the Eirmament, waters,

darkness and light, vegetation and fruits, sun and moon,fish (which is also
smbolic of Christ) a serpent, for the creeping things but which is also

. representative of evil ofcourse, The traditional "tree of life" design

could represent mankind, and the garden of Eden.

If Pastor Manchester could converse with your artist in person I am sure
he would be much better able to convey the theological concepts we feel
are important to convey as well as the beautiful artistic concepts which

your artist so ekédtingly portrays, We are eagerly anticipating the
‘installation of the windows and know they will be a priceless addition

. %6 our church,

Thank you for your cooperation and understandlnd in regard to our working
on the windows., ‘

Sinecerely,

WW

 Frances N, Streit



August 2, 1967

Mrs. Frances H. Streit
307 Lincoln Beulevard
Merrick, Long Island, New York 11568

Re: EeTimore-Methodist“Ch&rch
"~ Bellmore, Long Island

“Dear Mrs. Streit:

~ Thank you for your letter of July 22, 1967. The studio
has been on vacation for two weeks, but will be returning
this coming Menday, August 7, 1987.

:fﬁe have not heard from Pastor Manehester in reply to our
letter of July 13, 1967, We understand from your 1etter
that ha is also away on vaca%ien. :

When the Paster returns, it might be well if we get together[ 3
_again at the studio to discuss the suggastien cut1ined dn o

- your Yetter.

-_,'we appreciate yeur coopeaation, and interest at alt times. B

TSincereiy,

 RLR/dmf



